HD 762   Family Issues


Spring 2019

On-line

Instructor: 
Britta Rotering, M.S. Education
Associate Lecturer

Email: 

brotering@uwsp.edu
Phone: 

608-406-0126
Office:

Available by appointment 
Texts: 

Cherlin, A.J. (2013). Public and private families (7th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.  

Course Description: This course will examine research, theory and family policy that relates to complex concerns families face over time. 

Introduction and Learning Objectives:  This online course is organized into 8 learning modules with textbook and other readings, some include power point presentations (optional to view), and videos.  Each module is allocated a set time, however you may work ahead should you choose to do so. 

There are due dates! Please adhere to them.  I have organized the materials slightly different than what the required textbook author uses and am not covering all of the chapters, as you will note in the Canvas structure of the course.  You will also see the assigned modules on Canvas under assignments with the related materials included.  

Learning Objectives: 

Through active engagement, completion of assignments and exams:

· Students will be able to define what makes a family. 

· Students will reflect (through writing) on the factors that makes families different and similar.  

· Students will develop an understanding of family diversity in structure, culture and inequalities as it links to social policy.  

· Students will be able to examine an issue, analyze its implications, and formulate a position.  

· Students will be able to identify and apply different sociological theory and research methods used to investigate complex family issues. 

Workload Expectations

The University of Wisconsin defines the course workload (i.e., reading, watching videos, attending class, discussing, studying) for the average student for 3 credit graduate hours at 12 hours per week during a 15- week academic semester, not including the final exam.  

This on-line format may make this class feel faster and a more intense learning experience.  As you are taking the course, it is my hope that the way that the class is set up will assist you in learning the information.  Compared to a traditional classroom, an on-line class requires greater self-motivation and discipline and may have more reading/writing assignments.  

Exams: 

There are 4 tests dispersed throughout the modules.  They are active and are timed (180 minutes) so once you start a test you will have 180 minutes to complete and submit it.  Each test has 25 questions worth 50 points.  Each test covers 2 chapters with the questions separated by chapter.  While the tests are dispersed throughout the modules, you may take them at any time during the class as long as they are completed by the due date listed.  In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, students who need special accommodations should contact the instructor.  

Written Work: 

When responding to assignments within the modules please use proper sentence structure and grammar.  BE COMPLETE IN YOUR RESPONSES.  Support your statements with evidence from the text and video.  Explain how the topic relates to your experiences and/or current situation.  Please proof read your assignments prior to submitting them, checking them for common spelling and punctuation errors.  Please utilize the reflection rubric.  

Grading Plan: 

Assignments: 


Module Reflections

45%


On-Line Discussion

10%


Policy Letter to Legislature
15%


Tests




30%

Grade/Percentage:

A
940100%

B
83-86

C
74-76

D
60-66

A-
90-93


B-
80-82

C-
70-73

F
<60

B+
87-89


C+
77-79

D+
67-69

HD 762: Tentative Course Schedule
· Module 1: Weeks 1/2/3: Jan. 22-Feb. 10

· Read through HD 762 Syllabus
· Ensure that you have the appropriate text: Cherlin, A.M. (2013).  Public and private families (7th ed.). New York: McGraw- Hill. 

· Read Chapter 1 – Public and Private Families & Chapter 2- The History of the Family in the text- Public and Private Families by Cherlin

· View Public and Private Families powerpoint- Chapter 1,2- optional

· Participate in On-line Introduction Discussion for Week 1

· Participate in On-line Discussion for Week 2 

· "We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessing of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America." - Preamble

· Access the Constitution and its Amendments at: http://constitutionus.com/
· How does one's identity influence the definition of "We"? How have "We the People" changed in the United States since 1787?  What portions of the Constitution and its Amendments address family concerns and in what way? Should additional Amendments be considered and why?

· Complete Assignment Chapter 1 & 2
· Take Test 1 - Chapter 1 & 2
· Participate in On-line discussion for week 3 

· Individualism-the priority is developing a personally rewarding life. Pursuing your own interest. How do you identify with individualism? Please provide as specific examples of utilitarian and/or expressive as you are comfortable. 

· Utilitarian Individualism-self -reliance and personal achievement (a penny saved is a penny earned, work hard-do well) Corporate guy (climbing the ladder of success) and a single mom paying her way through school, working, and raising her family. 

· Expressive Individualism-feelings, emotional satisfaction, and self-expression, while creating families as a need to express those feelings.  
· Module 2-Week 4: Feb. 11-17

· Read Two spirits, one struggle: The front lines of being First Nations and gay.

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704558/download?verifier=msx8JxY4YFFWBtzCopnD9XWC3LvmOfmMuVC9VxtH&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://uwstp.instructure.com/images/preview.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]





• View videos  1) Tomgirl & 2) Kumu Hina Chapter 3-Gender and Families

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704559/download?verifier=VZzpN4VzjFsiVTqcEfCmytTTjo865ZKS9erkCYq6&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://uwstp.instructure.com/images/preview.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 in the text
• Read the article- 
· Watch video “Pink for Boys and Blue for Girls” at https://www.facebook.com/originofeverythingpbs/videos/330862337401115/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· Complete Codes of Gender Assignment
• Consider policy issue for 
letter to legislature

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704528/download?verifier=fBS6ZaXg0Vd7ES2ytAFjbca9Mbdd6OGC9S2bA9vI&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

 

· *Participate in an on-line discussion for week four:

· Name and discuss two stereotypes associated with why many people value the gender binary of “boys” and “girls.”  Identify and analyze at least two sources of gendered messages and expectations that exist within American culture.

· Module 3: Weeks 5/6: Feb. 18-March 3
· Read Chapter 6-Sexualities in the text

· Skim Debate- Issue # 6- Should “Abstinence- Until Marriage” Be the Only Message for Teens? 
· Complete Mars, Venus, or Planet Earth Assignment
· Take Test 2- Chapters 3 & 6
· Watch  Kuma Hina Video: 

· Respond to discussion post Module 3-Week 5: 

· The film explains that, “In the Hawaiian language, kāne means male and wahine means female. But ancient Hawaiians recognized that some people are not simply one or the other.” What’s the difference between being “male” and being “masculine” and between being “female” and being “feminine?” What traits or activities can you think of that are both masculine and feminine?  A common misconception is to equate sex (male and female) with gender (masculine and feminine). How do the stories of Ho'onani and Kumu Hina demonstrate the difference between sex and gender? 
· Respond to discussion post Module 3- Week 6:
· Some sociologists believe that sexual identities are entirely socially created, while others believe that biological and social factors determine people’s identity.  After reading chapter six, respond with your reaction and understanding of how sexual identifies are created.  
· Module 4-Week 7:March 4-10

· Read Chapter 4-Social class and Family Inequality in the text
• View - Poor Kids 

· View - Two American Families 
• Read Poverty causes and effects
• Review PPT – Impact of Poverty on School Age Children 
• Participate in the On-line Discussion for Week 7
Watch the video (1 min 31 sec) at: https://www.facebook.com/attn/videos/1385208598181262/
· Read the article at: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-americans-are-going-hungry/?ftag=CNM-00-10aac3
· Share your reaction. Should programs like this be expanded, reduced, or eliminated? Which assistance programs, if any, should receive funding priority?
What could be done to remove the stigma and misconceptions surrounding public assistance programs? How can we eliminate shaming those who access available funding?
• Complete the Poverty Assignment
• Research issue for policy letter to legislature
· Module 5: Week 8- March 11-17
· Read 
Chapter 9-Children and Parents

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704540/download?verifier=h5jjJR2ngYKT6XuhJrYcS1Oj8x2m3QitUY4Izjqb&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

 in the text
• Skim Debates: 
issue #11- “Should Same Sex Couples be allowed to Legally Marry”

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704543/download?verifier=1q2ImJ6b0irkODRxSVmGfRugpxJXJYklMuPAPjQP&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

 and 
issue #13- “Should Lesbian and Gay Individuals Be Allowed to Adopt Children?”

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704544/download?verifier=LZNtsk4guTqPeb1mW14GhINYDJOcTl125Cc6916p&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· Complete Our House DVD Assignment2.docx
• Complete Test 3 – Chapters 4 & 9
· Module 6: Weeks 9/10/11/12- March 25-April 11

· Read 
Chapter 12-Divorce

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704525/download?verifier=W6KSzRrnSwdADqEIjeUA19H7ChNlEF5B0SNuFzNk&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

 & 
Chapter 13-Stepfamilies in the text

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704526/download?verifier=9sy9oEtYGJ0XmppbGluRjTnsreTtPz48AUhlOK4g&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· Read 
Debate issue #3- “Does Divorce Create Long-Term Negative Effects for Children?”

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704521/download?verifier=BfEIEIOxAzTVlhK3TOoQXB47tvwfcP1LLkKrUjVd&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· 
Read Chapter 14 - The Family, the State, and Social Policy   

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704521/download?verifier=BfEIEIOxAzTVlhK3TOoQXB47tvwfcP1LLkKrUjVd&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· Participate in the On-line Discussion for Week 10
 "Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do." - Johann Wolfgang von  Goeth. 

·  What role can individuals have in advocating for family policy? What evidence has emerged to support the rationale that policymaking should aim to strengthen families? What issues have been a focus of policymaking in the last decade? What issues do you believe should be the focus going forward?

· Review the following Family Policy Advocacy Resources:  

· 
Is It Time to Take Family Policy Seriously?  

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704537/download?verifier=IPrEr8FsVOi8qt8asJlruKw8OSIgwNM10Xp9054i&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· 
Do Families Matter and What is Their Value in Policymaking?

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704535/download?verifier=AmVhCmz6ubgy8EUJLCevFtpyQFVVHVbygEHoWBve&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

    

· 
Are Family Issues a Legitimate Focus of Policy Making?

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704534/download?verifier=0ahNxavAPzBAYdnQSDbJWsdW76oj6KC3cZ4rXDN6&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

                                             

· 
We the People: Renewing Commitment to Civic Engagement

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704550/download?verifier=vryOyCDLoxRvr3VogJGm8ARMgKzxcQSfrmHX4IE1&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

                                   

· 
A Checklist for Assessing the Impact of Policies on Families

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704542/download?verifier=ORsYqJM98CRdBDJQNaroVhsBq4SjThmXnTt3pHSY&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· 
5-I Policy Tool

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704541/download?verifier=oztvlgmi2qwsUJeQLEeBEc9XUolDLccmToBpvQd2&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 

                                               

· Complete Divorce and Step parenting assignment.docx
• Take Test 4- Chapters 12 & 13
• Write final draft of 
policy letter to legislature

 HYPERLINK "https://uwstp.instructure.com/courses/131874/files/2704528/download?verifier=fBS6ZaXg0Vd7ES2ytAFjbca9Mbdd6OGC9S2bA9vI&wrap=1" \o "Preview the document" 


· Module 7: Weeks 13/14- April 15-28

· We have been exploring the role of the family in society and the relationship between strong communities and families.  You will identify a concern that impacts families in our community, raise awareness of this concern, and create a plan that will help address this concern.  

· Assignment: Use the Continuing Concerns Family Project to create a project (that will not be implemented for the course), that addresses a continuing concern of the family.  

· Participate in an On-line discussion post for Weeks 13/14: Which potential actions could be provided by members of a community to assist with these concerns:  quality child care, poverty and parental involvement. 

· The social determinants of health are the conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work and age. These circumstances are shaped by the distribution of money, power and resources at global, national and local levels. The social determinants of health are mostly responsible for health inequities - the unfair and avoidable differences in health status seen within and between countries.

· Read the nine social determinants of health here:

· https://www.who.int/social_determinants/sdh_definition/en/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· Read the Kaiser Family Foundation Social Determinants of health here:

· https://www.kff.org/disparities-policy/issue-brief/beyond-health-care-the-role-of-social-determinants-in-promoting-health-and-health-equity/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· Assignment: Respond to the Social Determinants of health assignment and place in the dropbox.  
· Module 8: Weeks 15/16- April 29-May 14

· Read Children's Hospital of Wisconsin Foster Care Content

· https://www.chw.org/childrens-and-the-community/family-support-services/child-welfare-services/foster-care/faq?utm_source=Kid-Hero-Blog&utm_medium=PromotedPost&utm_campaign=social-web
· *Participate in discussion: Foster Care 

· After reading the article "Comparing Long-Term Placement Outcomes of Residential and Family Foster Care: A Meta-Analysis" what experiences lead to positive outcomes for children in the family foster, and/ or residential care setting.  Please address using the article and related resources.  

· Watch "The Blindside" or "Instant Family" Movies

· *Participate in one, or both discussions regarding the movie of your choice.  Respond to discussion question for one movie.   

· The Blind Side- Why do you think this movie is called “The Blind Side”?
Would you be willing to take in a complete stranger as the Tuohys did with Michael Oher? What are the rewards of helping someone in that way? What could be the challenges?

· Instant Family- This movie is said to give a realistic and balanced view of adoption.  What are potential rewards of adoption? What could be the challenges? 

· *Complete Foster Care and Adoption Interview Assignment 
Change in Syllabus:

I reserve the right to make changes regarding any of the above requirements in order to enhance the quality of student learning.  I also reserve the right to modify the course outline to cover material adequately; show newly discovered videos, or any other reason which may require such an adjustment.  

 Special Note: the class policy procedures for dealing with cheating will be consistent with the UWSP Policy.  Academic dishonestly will result in failure on the assignment or failure in the course depending on the circumstances.  
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